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PESTICIDES APPLIED TO LAWNS 
AND GARDENS END UP IN 
LAKE GEORGE

What happens when hundreds of 
pounds of pesticides, herbicides or 
insecticides are regularly applied 
to a property on Lake George? 
Many properties throughout the 
Lake George watershed routinely 
apply large volumes of such 
chemicals near shorelines, streams, 
and wetlands. These chemicals 
are washed into the lake during 
rainstorms and contribute to the 
overall declining water quality of 
Lake George.

Pesticides are poisons. As stated 
on the warning labels they 
indiscriminately poison or kill 
almost everything. A pesticide 
is used to kill insects, plant 
pathogens, weeds, birds, mammals, 
fi sh, nematodes (roundworms) 
and microbes that compete with 
humans for food, destroy property, 
are a vector for disease or just 
seem to be a nuisance. 

An insecticide is a pesticide used 
to kill insects in all developmental 
forms. Nearly all insecticides have 
the potential to signifi cantly alter 

PESTICIDE ISSUES

LAKE GEORGE FACT SHEET 8

Pesticides, herbicides, and insecticides harm plants 
and animals well beyond target species.  These 
chemicals wash into Lake George and kill aquatic 
organisms.
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ecosystems. Many are toxic to humans and others are concentrated in 
the food chain. 

A herbicide is a pesticide used to kill unwanted plants. Herbicides are 
available in two main types: selective; and, non-selective. A selective 
herbicide targets a specifi c plant. A non-selective herbicide targets 
all plants. Many herbicides can be toxic to plants a property owner 
desires to keep as well as to animals and humans. 

Active and inert ingredients: The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) requires that pesticides are registered in each state 
and that its label identifi es the content and percentage of the Active 
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Ingredients, yet lists only the 
percentage of the “Inert” or “Other 
Ingredients.”  The inert or other 
ingredients are not identifi ed on the 
product label as an “Environmental 
Hazard or Hazard to Humans 
and Domestic Animals,” but may 
be harmful to you, your pets or 
wildlife. Often the inert ingredients 
are as harmful as the active 
ingredients.

Wide array of environmental 

harm: Many lawn care pesticide 
labels indicate that the Active 
Ingredients are “highly toxic” 
or “extremely toxic to aquatic 

Note: label warns that chemical is toxic to fi sh and 
aquatic organisms. Avoid use of these chemicals.

organisms, aquatic invertebrates and fi sh.”  Some products kill 
honey bees, lady beetles and benefi cial insects, for which the label 
states “Do not apply this product on blooming crops or weeds if bees 
are visiting the proposed treatment areas.”  Many products state: 
“Do not apply this product in a way that will contact any person or 
pet, either directly or through drift.  Keep people and pets out of 
the area during application.”  One insecticide/fertilizer regularly 
used around Lake George includes a label warning that it “…cannot 
be applied on grass or turf within 100 feet of a lake, stream, river, 
wetland or drainage ditch in New York State.” 

The choices we make: The choices landowners make impact Lake 
George. Properties can be managed to signifi cantly limit impacts to 
the lake or properties can be managed to intensify impacts to the 
lake. Heavy use of pesticides, insectides, and herbicides negatively 
impacts Lake George. 


